Errors in the treatment of hypertensive disorders of pregnancy and their impact on maternal mortality.
To describe the patients' characteristics and the factors that contributed to the maternal deaths associated with hypertensive disorders of pregnancy that occurred in the department of Antioquia, Colombia, from 2004 through 2011. A committee of experts conducted a retrospective descriptive study to analyze the information obtained from both mandatory reports of health facilities to the Public Health Surveillance System and interviews with family members. From 2004 through 2011, there were 720 170 births and 389 maternal deaths in the Department of Antioquia, and 70 of the deaths were due to hypertensive disorder of pregnancy. The factors that most contributed to the deaths were a lack of emergency administration of antihypertensive drugs (64.6%); the inadequate administration of antihypertensive drugs (58.8%); retaining the patient at a health facility ill equipped to treat her appropriately for her clinical state (54.7%); untimely referral or inadequate conditions for transfer (50.8%); and an error in classifying the severity of the disorder, which prevented appropriate management (49.1%). A substandard quality of care was the determining factor in the deaths of women who presented with hypertensive disorders of pregnancy.